
Biblical Reference to Elders as Angelic Beings

The only New Testament passage that explicitly mentions “elders” in a heavenly 
context is Revelation 4:4, where John sees “twenty-four other thrones, and seated on 
them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on 
their heads” GotQuestions.org.
Some interpreters, particularly in the angelic beings view, argue that these elders are a 
distinct order of heavenly beings — possibly angelic courtiers or a special class of 
angels — rather than human representatives of the Church Free Bible Commentary+1. This 
view is based on:

•Their placement in the heavenly throne room alongside the “living creatures” 

(Revelation 4:4, 6, 8, 10, 11, 14).
•The fact that angels are sometimes described as “elders” in other contexts, such 
as in the “heavenly council” of angels in Isaiah 24:23 Free Bible Commentary.
•The symbolic imagery of white robes and golden crowns, which some see as 
fitting for angelic beings, though others note these are more commonly associated 
with redeemed believers GotQuestions.org+1.

However, most mainstream exegesis holds that the term presbuteros (translated 
“elder”) is used in the New Testament only for human leaders, especially in church 
leadership roles, and is never applied to angels GotQuestions.org. The elders in Revelation 
are distinguished from angels in Revelation 7:11, where they are listed separately from 
“the angels” morethansundaymornings.com.

Key verse:

“Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them 

were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold 

on their heads” — Revelation 4:4 (NIV).
Summary:
The only biblical reference to elders in a heavenly setting is Revelation 4:4. While some 
scholars see them as angelic beings, the majority of commentators interpret them as 
symbolic representatives of the redeemed Church, not literal angelic 
entities GotQuestions.org+1.
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